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Uganda is renowned for its incredibly 
progressive policy towards refugees, 

one of the best in the world.
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The profile of these refugees is 
characterised by a high proportion of 

women and children representing 
approximately 84%
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Refugees are entitled to work, have freedom of movement, 
and access to social services such as health and education 5



Uganda has the world's youngest population 
with over 78% of its population below the age 
of 30. The median age is 15.9 years.
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   Creating maps for refugees settlements and the hosting community
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Remote Mapping precedes field mapping 8



 Missing Maps Mapathon London, Mapping for   
 Refugees in Uganda 9



Data Model - Villages, Health, Education, CBI, Other Facilities. 10



There is a need for a consistent settlement/camp 
boundaries tagging system to reflect the growing need 
for representing refugees and displaced persons on a 
map.
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Combining local knowledge with mobile data 
collection tools 14



Some places are hard to reach and require 
crossing rivers on a canoe with a motorbike
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Improvisation to get the job done - Hacking phone charging
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GPX tracks used to improve the road network.
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A water point in the hosting community vs a 
water point in the refugee settlement
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Community Resilience - Refugees creating 
small business in the settlements
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Functional vs Non-Functional Water Points 20
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Using ODK for data collection
and WhatsApp to share 
updates from the field 22



Using the Kobo server to aggregate data from 
the surveyors
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Data cleaning pipeline, separating partner data 
from OSM data 24



Quality Assurance workflow, data quality is key!
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Inter-agency coordination - Government, NGO, and 
the community working together to share data on a 

common platform
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OpenStreetMap training for government 
agencies - Disaster Department (OPM) Uganda Bureau of 

Statistics, Ministry of Lands, City Authorities 27



Giving back to the community - Sub County offices now 
have maps in their offices 28



Creating the mappers of tomorrow - Taking 
OpenStreetMap to secondary schools
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HOT is helping grow the vibrant OSM 
Community in Uganda.
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MapUganda is a registered NGO in Uganda, 
8 YouthMappers Chapters 31
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State of the Map Africa 2017

Coming back in 2019! 33



State of the Map Africa 

● Creating Continental Collaboration on 
OpenStreetMap

● Grow OpenStreetMap Africa as a network 
of local OSM communities in Africa

● Showcase the possibilities of 
OpenStreetMap to organisations, 
government and businesses
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OpenStreetMap Soccer
Uganda Vs Rest of the World 
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HOT Uganda Team



Thank You!
Follow us

@hotosm_uganda 
@mapuganda
@osmafrica
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